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“The Global Ocean Refuge
System: What if You're
Not Part of the Solution?”

Dr. Elliott A. Norse

Dr. Elliott Norse is the founder and Chief Scientist at the Marine
Conservation Institute in Seattle, Washington. He has worked at the
conservation science-policy interface for his entire career. After
earning his BS in Biology from Brooklyn College, he studied the
ecology of blue crabs in the Caribbean and the tropical East Pacific
during his doctoral years at University of Southern California and
his postdoctoral fellowship years at University of lowa.

Starting in 1978 he worked at the US Environmental Protection
Agency, White House Council on Environmental Quality (where

he defined biological diversity as conservation's overarching goal),
Ecological Society of America, The Wilderness Society and Ocean
Conservancy before founding Marine Conservation Institute in 1996.
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